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JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

RANKING MEMBER 

COURTS, iNTELLECTUAL PROPERTY,  

AND THE INTERNET 
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TRANSPORTATION AND 
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SUBCOMMITTEES: 

HIGHWAYS AND TRANSIT  

RAILROADS, PIPELINES AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

 
ASSISTANT WHIP 

 

Congress of the United States 

House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

JERROLD NADLER 
10

TH
 DISTRICT, NEW YORK 

 
REPLY TO: 

 WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
2109 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-5635 

 

 DISTRICT OFFICE: 
201 VARICK STREET 

SUITE 669 

NEW YORK, NY 10014 

(212) 367-7350 

 

 DISTRICT OFFICE: 
6605 FT. HAMILTON PARKWAY 

BROOKLYN, NY 11219 

(718) 373-3198 

 
Web:  www.nadler.house.gov 

 

April 15, 2016 

Secretary Jeh Johnson 

Department of Homeland Security 

300 7
th

 St. SW 

Washington, D.C. 20024 

 

Attorney General Loretta Lynch 

U.S. Department of Justice 

950 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

 

Dear Secretary Johnson and Attorney General Lynch: 

I write regarding the investigation and prosecution of the individuals associated with the website 

Rentboy.com by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the Department of Justice 

(DOJ).  I am troubled by the targeting of this well-known website serving the LGBTQ 

community, and the rhetoric used by your agencies to describe the activities it facilitates, which 

together raise serious concerns that there may have been a discriminatory bias at play in pursuit 

of this matter.  The intensity with which your agencies have pursued this case also begs the 

question of whether limited federal resources were wisely used, since it does not seem to rise to 

the level of many of the crimes of vital importance to national security and safety that you are 

charged with investigating and prosecuting.  I request that you provide an explanation of the 

rationale for, and resources used in, pursuing this matter. 

The extremely public raid on Rentboy.com’s offices, and the homes of its employees, has been 

seen by many as an attack on the sexual proclivities of its users rather than on the alleged illegal 

activities of the website.  As the New York Times wrote in an editorial on August 28, 2015, 

shortly following the raid, “The criminal complaint is so saturated with sexually explicit details, 

it’s hard not to interpret it as an indictment of gay men being sexually promiscuous.”  The 

potential role that anti-LGBTQ biases and attitudes may have played in this investigation and 

ongoing prosecution, as reflected in your offices’ work products and statements related to this 

matter is deeply troubling.  If true, it is absolutely unacceptable. At a minimum, the statements 

made by individuals in your offices require explanation.   
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Sex workers in this country are often subjected to violence and abuse.  LGBTQ sex workers face 

an elevated level of abuse, and many advocates have pointed out that actions like the 

Rentboy.com raid have the effect of forcing sex work deeper underground, where workers may 

not be afforded the protections that Rentboy.com provided.  Our government must not take 

actions that drive the hard work of the advocates and leaders in the LGBTQ community 

backward to a time pre-Lawrence v. Texas, when gay sex could be criminalized, and send the 

message that gay sex is somehow taboo.   

The activities facilitated by Rentboy.com, which has operated openly for nearly twenty years, 

are—by all accounts—consensual sexual activities between adults.  Given the many serious 

crimes your agencies are charged with pursuing, and the limited resources at your disposal, it is 

questionable whether the investigation and prosecution of Rentboy.com are a wise use of these 

resources. 

DHS’ core values include a statement that “as a Department, we will be constantly on guard 

against threats, hazards, or dangers that threaten our values and our way of life.”  When your 

agencies devote valuable resources to target a website that facilitates consensual LGBTQ sexual 

activity, use language indicating condemnation of such activity, and potentially jeopardize the 

well-being of the adults who use that site, it sends the wrong message about what “our values 

and our way of life” are.  Your agencies should have no part in turning back the clock—indeed, 

DOJ should be committed to the pursuit of equality and equal protection of the laws, and DHS 

should be devoted to making certain that when violations of the law jeopardize national security, 

as in the case of human trafficking, a very real problem, it is addressed and fully prosecuted.    

I ask that you provide an explanation of these actions and the resources devoted to the 

Rentboy.com raid and prosecution. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

                                                             
JERROLD NADLER  

Member of Congress 
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